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SNAPSHOT GEC 2015

Venue: Milano Congressi, Milan, Italy
Dates: 16th - 19th March 2015
Hosts:   Global Entrepreneurship Week, 

META Group & the Kauffman 
Foundation

Web:  www.gec.co 
www.meta-group.com

Follow:  #GEC2015

•  Gain insight from 
leaders on ecosystems 
that encourage 
entrepreneurial 
growth and innovation

•  Network with 
delegates from over 
130 countries

•  Learn from successful 
entrepreneurs and 
incubators, support 
programs and 
investors

•  Participate in events on 
various issues relating 
to innovation, from 
crowdfunding to angel 
investing

•  Brainstorm about 
overcoming 
challenges

•  Receive guidance on 
capacity-building skills

•  Understand the Italian 
entrepreneurial 
ecosystem

In Milan, you can:

Event - GEC 2015 Invitalia
Invitalia is the Italian 
national agency for 
promoting foreign 
direct investment 
and enterprise 
development. It is 
the single reference 
point for foreign 
investors eager to 
expand or to set up a 
new business in Italy 
by providing a full 
spectrum of services 

in all stages of the investment process.

Entrusted by the Italian government, Invitalia provides 
tailor made support services and is committed to 
globally promoting Italy’s competitive advantage, to 
boost innovation local industrial development and local 
competitiveness.

Invitalia’s inward investment arm invites business 
opportunities and works hard for the success of each 
investment project. Invitalia also supports public 
administrations on the implementation of development 
programs, including cultural heritage promotion and 
the conversion of declining industries sectors in specific 
territories.

Invitalia manages a number of grants and incentives that 
cover a wide spectrum of needs, from startups to large 
multinationals, including: 

• Development contract
A measure aimed at financially supporting large-scale 
investment projects in three sectors: industrial, tourism 
and commercial.

• Smart & Start
This initiative finances startups focusing on digital 
technologies, innovation and exploitation of IP and 
research results. A very flexible programme, it suits 
dynamic startups and operates in Calabria, Campania, 
Puglia, Basilicata, Sicily, Sardinia and around L’Aquila. 
From 2015 it will cover the entire country.

• Interest free enterprises
A brand new scheme to encourage self-employment 
by supporting young people (aged 18-35) and women 
looking to set up a business with interest free loans of up 
to 1 million euros.

• Patents+
Patents+ provides incentives to increase patent 
applications, to defend intellectual property and to 
increase the economic value of SMEs patents.

“Invitalia is strongly committed to providing support for 
entrepreneurs willing to set up business in Italy and we 
look forward to meet the talented ones that will participate 
in GEC 2015 in Milan. There’s a whole system of policy 
instruments waiting to be deployed in their favour” says 
Domenico Arcuri, CEO of Invitalia.

“We believe that new innovative 
high-tech businesses have 
a great role to play in our 
future wellbeing. If you are an 
innovator eager to set up a new 
groundbreaking business, you 
should be seriously considering 
Italy as the home for your new 
enterprise.

Here is a legal system that lets 
you register your brand new 
company quickly, online and at 
the lowest cost possible.

An environment that does not 
drain your energy and time 
with red tape and unreasonable 
taxes.

Legislation that allows you 
to hire workers with flexible 
contracts and to remunerate 
them with variable pay as well 
as tax free stock options and 
work for equity packages for 
employees, administrators and 
external consultants.

A financial framework that helps 
your business attract money 
easily, in exchange for shares 
or through crowdfunding with 
robust tax relief that benefits 
your investors and where banks 
are encouraged to lend through 
public guarantees on credit.

As importantly, an ecosystem 
that does not stigmatise failure 
thanks to business-friendly 
bankruptcy laws.

Italy has become a remarkably 
friendly country for high-
tech startups. Everything I 
have just described is the 

result of measures the Italian 
government introduced in 2012 
through its Startup Act designed 
to boost new innovative 
companies.

In less than two years, more 
than 2,500 startups were 
created thanks to this initiative. 
You should join them.

Come to Milan for GEC 2015 
and you will see that the 
country famous for being the 
cradle of the Roman Empire, 
the Renaissance and the Great 
Beauty is now specialising in 
nurturing baby companies with 
the DNA of giants. 

We are waiting for you.” says 
Stefano Firpo. A strong 
supporter of entrepreneurship, 
Fripo graduated in Political 
Science at the University 
of Turin and International 
Economics at the London 
School of Economics before 
joining the European Central 
Bank and then the Intesa 
Sanpaolo Banking Group.

A word of support
Like you, the Italian government is a strong advocate 
of enterprise

Stefano Firpo, Chief of the 
Italian Minister of Economic 
Development’s Technical 
Secretariat

Domenico Arcuri, CEO of Invitalia

Contact Dario Mazzella, Project 
Manager for GEC 2015, at 
www.gec.co or at
www.meta-group.com

Be a sponsor...
“GEC 2015 is using a dedicated 
innovative online platform 
to identify up to 10 global 
challenges, and to share 
them, with the entrepreneurial 
community all around the world.

We want to raise awareness, 
to share experiences and to 
develop solutions that can drive 
business and make the world a 
better place.

Our platform will be an open 
place where proposed solutions 
can be evaluated and ideas 
shared before the most effective 
policies are adopted by the local 
authorities and cities attending 
the congress.

If you are interested in 
sponsoring or partnering with 
GEC2015, we want to hear from 
you” says Dario Mazzella.

“ We believe that new innovative 
high-tech businesses have a 
great role to play in our future 
wellbeing” Stefano Firpo

T
owards the end of Expo 2015 and just a 
few months after the Italian presidency 
of the EU, Milan will host GEC 2015 
and show the world what Italy has 

done, and is doing, for entrepreneurs. This is an 
interdisciplinary gathering of startup champions 
from around the world, where entrepreneurs, 
investors, researchers, thought leaders and 
policymakers work together to help bring ideas 
to life, drive economic growth and improve human 
welfare.

The event will be hosted by META Group who is 
“the premier international investment and advisory 
group, with a pioneering integrated approach to 
foster knowledge-intensive entrepreneurship at 
macro and micro scale,” explains Luigi Amati, CEO.

Endorsed by the Italian Ministry of Economic 
Development, the Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and the Italian Ministry of University 
and Research, META Group addresses policy 
decision makers and is committed to fostering 
regional competitiveness leveraging on innovation 
and entrepreneurship. 

The independent company supports 
entrepreneurs keen to start up or further 
develop a new company, researchers interested 
in capitalising on their findings and early stage 
investors looking for fresh and potentially lucrative 
deals.

To date, META Group has assisted over 50 regions 
worldwide to boost their economies, through 

a permanent process of challenge based on 
innovation.

“While the types of events and activities held 
during GEC 2015 vary widely, they all share a 
common thread: how to empower entrepreneurs 
and to enable them to start and grow firms that 
create jobs and improve lives.

We are looking for innovative ideas and 
problem solvers, able to convert challenges into 
opportunities. We are looking for ideas to make 
Milan, and every city in the world, smarter and 
more competitive cities” says Anna Amati.

Follow us on #GEC2015

Luigi Amati, CEO of 
META Group

Milan is the vibrant venue for GEC 2015 in March

Anna Amati, Vice 
President of META 
Group and Country 
Manager for Italy

Andrea Di Anselmo,
Vice President, 
Global Sales and 
Director for MENA
Region

Emma Fau, Head 
of Brussels office

Jacek Blonski,
Director CEE 
Region

Johan Gorecki, 
Global Sales

Alessia 
Melasecche, COO

Lars Iversen, 
Director 
Scandinavia 
Region

Milan is getting ready for next year’s Global Entrepreneurship Congress (GEC),
the global showpiece for enterprise

Say buongiorno to Milan
GEC 2015
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Meet us in Milan


